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NEW HOPE-SOLEBURY SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Engaging, Enriching, and Empowering All Students 
through a World-Class Education  

May 28, 2020 

Dear Seniors & Senior Parents/Guardians,  

As the month of May is slowly slipping away and the school year is fast approaching its end, I hope you 
and your families are doing well and are remaining safe and healthy. Again, I wish to thank all of you for 
your continued patience as we work through the details of closing the school year and providing the 
seniors with the most personalized experiences possible under the present conditions in Bucks County.  
In order to develop our plans for the seniors we have had to work closely with the Bucks County 
Department of Health, the Bucks County Department of Emergency Management and the local 
municipalities to ensure we were in compliance with the established governmental regulations and 
requirements relative to keeping everyone safe during the pandemic. 

With the help and support of the PTF (Parent-Teacher Forum), the seniors have been recognized thus far 
with the distribution of yard signs to the families of the graduates. In addition, two large congratulatory 
banners have been purchased and are in the process of being hung on campus. Please look for them in 
the coming days on Bridge Street and in the circle at the front entrance to the high school. The senior 
athletes have been featured on the athletic twitter account and Class of 2020 picture has also been 
placed front and center on the district website. Finally, there has also been a special project undertaken 
that will be revealed to the graduates when they receive their diplomas.  

If you recall, during this closure period, it has been the stated goal of the New Hope-Solebury School 
District to honor the graduates by holding out for a traditional commencement ceremony if possible. We 
are still of that mindset and continue to have June 24 and July 29 set aside for possible graduation dates 
should the county be in the “green phase” of re-opening and the gathering limits, along with the social 
distancing guidelines, permit us to have a ceremony. Unfortunately, at the time of this letter, we 
currently remain in the “red phase” with the hopes of moving to yellow by June 5. In the meantime, a 
committee of students, parents, staff and administrators met to discuss various options in the event a 
traditional ceremony cannot be held, along with other ways in which to celebrate the achievements of 
the seniors. To that purpose, here are the plans underway for the Class of 2020. All the plans work 
under the premise that Bucks County moves to the “yellow phase” by June 5. 

Seniors will finish their last academic responsibility when they present their APEX projects via zoom on 
June 5 and June 8. On June 9, seniors will report to the high school at pre-designated times to return all 
school-issued items such as laptops/chargers, textbooks, calculators, library materials, musical 
instruments, and sports uniforms. They will also be given a brief time to retrieve personal belongings 
from school and gym lockers, pickup medications from the nurse, obtain refunds from paid activities 
that were canceled, and finally, pick up their caps and gowns before leaving campus. For the safety of 
all, students must wear a face covering on campus and will have their temperatures taken upon arrival 
at the building. If students are not feeling well that day, they should stay home, and alternate 
arrangements will be made for them. All seniors must Sign-Up for a Time. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/805044FA8AC2BA6FD0-class
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I am also excited to announce here that a Senior Vehicle Procession has been proposed and granted 
permission by county and local authorities. On the evening of June 11, at 6:30 pm (the original date of 
graduation), senior students will be permitted one vehicle each to join in a drive procession past each of 
the four schools, through New Hope Borough and Solebury Township, and visits to some of the larger 
neighborhoods within the school district. The Eagle Fire Company will lead the procession with the New 
Hope and Solebury Township Police providing support along the route. A map of the route will be 
posted when finalized. Cheer on the Class of 2020 but remember to abide by all social distancing 
guidelines.  

Since we do not know what phase the county will be in by late June or even late July, or what gathering 
limits may be imposed by the state or local authorities, we are moving ahead with the creation of a 
virtual ceremony in the event we are unable to hold a traditional ceremony during one of the two dates 
reserved. During the week of June 22, every senior will receive a date and time to report to the stadium, 
along with 2-3 household family members only. Each senior will have an opportunity to walk across the 
stage in their cap and gown, pick up their diploma, be recognized for their academic awards, and be 
professionally videoed and photographed. Family members will also have a few minutes to take pictures 
if they like. Student and administrative speeches will also be recorded with the entire process edited 
into a virtual commencement ceremony. Should we not be able to hold the traditional ceremony as 
planned on July 29, the virtual recording will be released in celebration of the Class of 2020 on that date. 
In addition, the recipients of the academic awards will be honored with the posting of a power point 
presentation to the website following the receipt of the awards by the students.  

Like students and parents, the staff and administration of New Hope-Solebury School District are deeply 
disappointed in not being able to offer the Class of 2020 the usual end of the year celebrations. 
However, given the circumstances, we remain committed to find alternate and appropriate ways to 
formally recognize their achievements and accomplishments. I am proud to have gotten to know them 
and be their principal for the past four years.  

Sincerely,  

 

Stephen J. Seier 
High School Principal 


